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ISAAC SHARP’S VISIT TO ICELAND, 1863. 
(Continue d from p. 211,) 


15th.—Left Svinafell about half-past ten, and 
called; in passing, on the pastor of Sandfell, 
whose wife kindly and promptly prepared us a 
cup of coffee. Here we waited awhile for the 
pastor, who most willingly rode with us, calling 
from house to house as we went on to give 
notice of a meeting at Knappavellir, the place 
at which he considered the greatest number 
would be likely to assemble ; and this was done so 
efficiently that about fifty came together. Our 
tent served for a resting place at the foot of the 
Orefa Yokul, the summit of which was at- 
tempted last year by an English tourist, who 
succeeded in reaching the highest point within 
about 120 feet, the remaining portion being 
too perpendicular to allow of his reaching the 
top. Stern sterility marks the sides of the 
Orefa, with here and there a little patch of 
grass. At the base the ground spreads out in 
a plain sufficieatly extended for good pasturage 
and farming. 

16¢th.—Rose at five, having a desert of sand 
and deep water to pass. For the journey be- 
fore us, two guides were considered needful ; 
of this we were kindly admonished by the pas- 
tor of Sandfell. Father and son rode side by 
side, but now and then parted company, one 
remaining with us while the other rode forward 
to find the safest passage. The waters of the 
Breidamarker Sand are many, their depth and 
rapidity not unfrequently entirely forbidding 
all attempt topass. At this juncture they were 
so far reduced as to allow of our passing in 
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safety. I turned round again and again to 
look upon the scene which, nearly fifty years 
ago, left so vivid an impression on the mind of 
Ebenezer Henderson while traversing these 
wastes and waters in the labor of love, in 
which he was then engaged on behalf of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. The Yokuls 
of Orefa and Breidamarker, with their snow- 
white summits and the intervening glaciers, 
presented to the eye their varied forms of sim- 
ple grandeur not unmixed with awe, in remem- 
brance of the mighty waters flowing at their 
base. About noon we reached the Yokulsa, 
one of Iceland’s most formidable rivers. Half 
an hour previously our trusty guides rode on 
before us. Smaller and smaller they grew as 
seen in the dim distance, until on the margin 
of the flood across the sand, they appeared like 
two guide pillars side by side. When we 
reached the spot they were trying the water 
here and there, in the various branches of the 
rapid current, but in vain. Again they at- 
tempted and again, but still in vain. Ordina- 
rily the river is either clearly fordable (as seen 
by the practised eye,) or asclearly impassable. 
In the present instance the elder guide re- 
marked, “I have for forty years been aecus- 
tomed to cross this river, and never made the 
attempt before and failed. We must not risk 
your lives, it is too deep; we will try to cross 
the glacier from out of which the river has its 
rise.” A journey of exploration followed—the 
attempt proved successful—one narrow ledge of 
ice, six inches wide, was cut away with the 
aid of the simple tools in our possession, so as 
to allow the horses to pass; all got over in 
safety but one, and that one was no worse for 
the fall. Traversing the margin of the various 
crevices which opposed our onward course until 
they were sufficiently narrowed to cross, and 
now and then sliding the horses down the steep- 
est parts, we came at length to the descending 
point, and after a lapse of five hours from first 
reaching it, we were safely and thankfully on 
the other side of the river. E. Magnuson then 
remarked, ‘‘ This river has been in my thoughts 
from the outset of our journey, and now the 
most formidable rivers of Iceland are passed.’’ 
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The glacier pass is rarely attempted, and we/ing) were on the table at breakfast-time the 
were informed is sometimes impracticable for | following day. 

years together. Thus are we watched over 18¢h.—Left Upsiller at eleven; after a 
and mercifully cared for from day to day. | little sitting with the family, for which the way 
Again we set forward ; four hours more brought | was readily made, and after a fine ride, snow- 
us to Slettaleiti, a poor little farm on the moun-| clad mountains forming a noble barrier on our 
tain side, short of our intended destination, | left, at two we reached Holtar, and about three 
but thirteen hours having elapsed since our] o’clock twenty-one assembled in the little kirk. 
feet were placed in the stirrups, and as long a 


Words of warning and entreaty were spoken in 
period during which the poor horses had 


love, but in heaviness, fearing a lack of en- 
fasted, we were glad for their sakes and our 


trance. Strikingly in contrast with some who 
own to stop. Notwithstanding the unfavora-|were there was a poor man, a cripple, who 
ble exterior of the dwelling, the wife of the 


came on, “all fours,” being unable to walk ; with 
peasant promptly and efficiently did her best ;|a bright and beaming eye, he sat with marked 
hot milk and rye cakes were speedily set before | attention, and after meeting appeared very grate- 
us, and a tiny joint of fresh meat was prepared | ful for the visit. At half-past six we reached the 
with alacrity, nor shall we, probably, soon for- 
get the blending of our dinner, tea, and supper, 


house of the pastor of Bjarna-nes, the place at 
on that lone mountain-side, where above us 


which we had been aiming for First-day, and 
rose, majestically, the perpendicular precipice, 


were, as wontedly, kindly welcomed. HE. Mag- 
from whence huge stones had fallen, and here 
and there were strewn—a single one of which, 


nuson was “quite at home” at this place, the 

pastor being a relative, and formerly a fellow- 

student at Reykjavik. We hada very broad 

hollowed out, would have affurded comfortable | water to cross in coming to this place ; but a 

sleeping-room for all three. KE. Magnuson, | clever local guide conducted us in safety. The 

probably from over-exertion at the ice moun-| time occupied from bank to bank was an hour 

tain, was considerably indisposed. and three quarters—one hour of which was 
17th.—Left Slettaleiti about half-past ten, 
and called on the pastor at Kalfafeilstather, 
who gave us a kind welcome. Coffee was 


through unbroken water—we were favored to 
pass without difficulty. There are, however, 
times, when it would be a serious undertaking. 

quickly prepared, after which the pastor and 

his wife set out with us for Borgan-haven, that 

being considered the most likely place at which 


The peculiar appearance of the sky, with a cer- 
tain redness about the sun, which although dis- 

to hold a meeting ; the pastor called from house 

to house as we went along to give notice, but 


tinctly visible, cast but a faint shadow, and 
which has been observed for some days, has 

gave us to understand that from the absence of 

several of the men, we must not expect many. 


passed away. There isa prevalent idea from 
place to place, that it was due to the presence 

Arrived at our destination, we sat down on the 

grass under the shelter of a wall of sod, the 


of minute particles of voleanic dust, the result 
of some distant internal eruption. The effect 
better to enjoy the warmth of the sun, for in 
the breeze it was quite cool; it was to me a re- 


was very peculiar, and gave a sombre hue to 
markable sight. ‘The pastor and his wife, E. 


all around, like the spreading out of some huge 
Magnuson, my nephew, and myself, all quietly 


pall or curtain of darkness. Immense untrav- 
ersed tracts of desolation lie to the far north, 
waiting for the assembling of the people ; one, 
by one they came and stood in little groups, 


where peaked and pinnacled lava-fields, of un- 
known extent, are supposed to be still aceumu- 
lating, gaining accession at uncertain intervals 

conversing freely one with another, as they are 

wont to do on First-days, when similarly gath- 

ered. On our left was a precipitous range of 


from the internal fires of this wondrous land, 
where day by day there is so much to mark 

cliffs, in front the sea, with grazing ground be- 

tween ; a little way up the hill, near our resting- 


alike of its strangeness and its grandeur. 
19¢h—We were now near the sea, and our 
breakfast consisted of fried fish and rye bread 
place, and overlooking the hamlet, was a rock | exclusively. We all enjoyed the change. Our 
some eighty feet in length, and ten to twenty | tent was left standing, and proved an object of 
feet high ; thither we repaired and the people | interest to those who came in from a distance. 
gathered round us, and then rested on the rock. | The parish is a scattered one, the houses most 
It was a little company, only about twenty|remotely situate being nearly twenty miles 
being present, yet I can thankfully believe we|apart. On New Year's day the people num- 
were not left alone. The pastor acknowledged 
the visit agreeably, and we passed on to Upsil- 
ler, our resting-place for the night, the peasant 


bered 300, of whom one-tenth passed away 
from typhus fever in six months; nor need we 
proprietor and his wife showing all readiness to 
supply our wants. And this was done effi- 


wonder, when, in addition to the want of fresh 
ciently, in one respect at least, for a lamb was 


air and cleanliness, bleeding and violent medi- 
slain for the recently-arrived guests, a leg and 


cines are resorted to for cure. The pastor list- 
ened in amazement to Dr. Douglas’s rules— 
fore-quarter of which (cooked the same morn- 


“Plenty of fresh air, as much co!d water as the 
patient inclines to drink, frequent change of 
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linen, the instant removal of all excrementi- after a continuous ride of nine hours (with 
tious matter, no food, and no physic.” Nor was|the exception of half-an-hour’s halt,) reached 
he less surprised at the result of this treatment | Hamar for the night. On setting out this 
—deaths two and a half per cent. The value| morning we had a mountain to cross of con- 
of the “wet sheet” in fever was also noted. |siderable altitude, after which our route lay 
A little before twelve the people assembled in| between the precipices of rock on one hand 
the kirk, which was hard by where our tent} and the fiord on the other, through a very thinly 
was spread, within the door of which my] peopled district; now and then we came to 
nephew and I sat down together, within sound|a few lonely sheep, with their solitary shep- 
of the chanting, but not of the words, of wor-| herdess and her attendant curly-tailed, fox-like 
shippers, /ess silent, but, as regards some of| iceland dog, whose bark at our approach rang 
them, I would not say less sincere in their de-|and re-echoed from crag to crag. Portions of 
votions. It was a season of silent wrestling, | isolated rock, apparently in their original po- 
during which the secret prayer arose, on behalf} sition, here and there reared their time-worn 
of loved ones we have left behind, for our-| crests impressively, standing alone in their 
selves, aud for the cause. The prospect of] silent solemn state, with a background of rock 
meeting the people was weightily before me,| mighty and massive, shaded with grey and 
and in great mercy the petition for a renewal of] green, and a dash of yellow tint interposing 
strength in one thus seeking to wait upon the] here and there; curling mist, as far as the eye 
Lord was owned and answered. could reach, resting on the summit; the effect 
The people left the kirk before two, and|of the whole being considerably heightened 
after a little time reassembled, the pastor also} by the ravens’ heavy croak. Of these birds we 
being present. The place was small and densely | saw five at one time. The rivers of this day’s 
crowded—120 being present. It proved an|travel were inconsiderable, though somewhat 
open time. E. M. feelingly interpreted, andj deep. 
after we separated a feeling of thankfulness} 22d.—Left Hamar soon after nine, and 
overspread my mind while sensible of the mer-|in about three hours reached the trading sta- 
cies of the day. tion of Jupivogr, a little halt being absolutely 
20th.—Left Bjarna-nes about half-past ten ;| necessary in order to renew our stores, repair 
the pastor very kindly bearing us company to} the travelling boxes, and re-pack. Those who 
the mountain top, which we gained in little} have never tried it have little idea of the effect 
more than two hours. His little son, a boy of|of such travel; only give moveable space, and 
eight, was with him, mounted on a horse larger |“ pic-nics ” are converted into biscuit powder 
than his father’s, with the best saddle and bri-|fine enough for a baby, and lump sugar is 
dle I have seen in Iceland, the whole being the | ground to dust ; even our tracts do not escape ; 
property of the youthful rider. they become covered with their own dust, the 
A short sitting with the pastor and his wife] edges being worn by friction to an impalpable 
resulted in a peaceful discharge from Bjarna-| powder. Finding a vessel likely to sail before 
nes; his good will in bearing us company] very long for England we gladly avail ourselves 
along the steep mountain side felt very cordial :| of the opportunity of sending letters. 
then came the last farewell, with the parting} 23d.—Jupivogr. After tenting out eight 
words, ‘I wish youa prosperous journey, and| nights we slept soundly on feather beds at the 
may God’s blessing rest upon your work.” In| house of the merchant here, who has shown us 
about six hours we reached Stafa fell, and} much huspitality. All well; we move forward 
called on the pastor there, of whose hospi-|some time to-day for the head of Beric fiord. 
tality we gladly partook ; after which, accom- (To be continued.) 
panied by three or four others on horseback, aeneain , ; 
he rode with us to a little hamlet, giving} ‘In 1736, Wesley had a conversation with 
notice on the way. The meeting was held in| Arvid Gradin, a German clergyman of great 
the open air; the sky was overcast, and the| purity and deep experience in the things of 
wind blew cold. There was no available shel-| (tod. ; Qe 
ter within, the houses being too poor and| Wesley requested him to give, in writing, a 
small even for our little gathering. There| definition of “ full assurance of faith,” which 
were some present who rode some miles in| he did in the following words: “ Repose in the 
order to attend it. The pastor and a young| blood of Christ; a firm confidence in God and 
man who was with him bore us company to| persuasion of his favor ; the highest tranquillity, 
Svinholar, our lodging-place for the night,| serenity and peace of mind ; with a deliverance 
where we arrived a little before eleven; a| from every fleshly desire, and a cessation of all, 
brisk ride for an hour having helped to warm | even inward sins.” 
us, by a little increase of circulation. “This,” Wesley says, “he had learned from 
21st—The people were called together be-| the oracles of God, and had been praying for, 
fore we left Svinholar, and appeared thank-| for several years, but had never heard it before 
ful. We started between nine and ten, and| from any living man.” 
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THE FREED PEOPLE OF EASTERN VIRGINIA. 


[At a Special Representative Meeting held 
in New York, 5th of Sixth month, 1863, the 
Committee appointed in Tenth month last in 
relation to Colored Refugees, were continued 
to the service, and they were encouraged, by 
diligent attention thereto, to carry out the 
views of the Meeting in their appointment. 
They were also authorized to correspond with 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings on this sub- 
ject, and transmit to them such suggestions and 
regulations as they muy think best calculated 
to accomplish the object of their appointment. 


Taken from the Minutes, 

Wa. Woon, Clerk. | 

To our Monthly Meetings and Friends in- 
dividually : 

The near approach of Winter constrains us 
again to invite you to a consideration of the 
colored people just emerging from oppression’s 
grasp, destitute and suffering, through no fault 
of theirs, and to urge you to lend them an 
attentive ear, an open heart, and a willing 
hand. 

By helping the poor we manifest our love 
and allegiance to Him who said, “ The poor ye 
have always with you, and whensoever ye will 
ye may do them good,” and who recognizes as 
done unto Himself acts of mercy and of love to 
the least of His children. And when we re- 
member how much of our comfort has been 
derived from the labor and the sufferings of 
the slaves, should we not be stimulated to in- 
creased activity and liberality to aid them in 
this day of great need ? 

The Refugees continue to come under the 
Government of the United States in large 
numbers, and in the most abject destitution. 
The Government in many cases furnishes ra- 
tions ; but clothing, instruction and care they 
require from those who, though no more deserv- 
ing, have been greatly more blessed. Most of 
the men are quickly employed by the Govern- 
ment, and being taken a great distance from 
their families, are able to render them but little 
aid. Large numbers of women and children, 
also the aged and infirm, are suffering greatly, 
being in entire destitution, and many dying 
from want. 

Two members of this Committee recently 
visited the “Contraband Camp,” at Washing- 
ton. They found its condition very much im- 
proved since last year. It contains women 
and children, the aged and sick, very few men. 
One old man, who, when fourteen years of age, 
rowed General Washington across the Rappa- 
hannock, makes combs and sells them. The 
rooms, though not large, are occupied by from 
ten to fourteen persons each. The women able 
to work can maintain themselves, but large 
numbers are coming in almost daily who need 
clothing, shoes and help. 


Our Committee saw a poor but intelligent 
woman sitting on the ground at her room door, 
knitting ; last winter she was sick in the Hos- 
pital, and while there her feet and legs were so 
badly frozen that amputation was rendered 
necessary above the knee. Dear Friends let 
us think of this, in the midst of our abun- 
dance, and contribute liberally to place their 
hospitals in better condition. During the past 
fourteen months, more than twelve hundred 
cases of small-pox have passed through the 
hospitals at Washington, and every one needs 
a change of clothing. 

Our Committee at the same time visited 
Alexandria, and found there ample evidence 
that those refugees who had been there for 
some time had endeavored with much success 
to help themselves. Less than four months 
ago, a poor crippled refugee put up a small 
shanty, costing thirty-nine dollars. Now there 
are more than two hundred small frame houses, 
costing from forty to three hundred dollars 
each, erected and owned by the freed people 
and occupied by about fifteen hundred persons. 
They pay an annual rent for the ground ; any 
common poor room will rent to these people 
for five dollars per month, and the demand is 
much beyond the supply. 

The house was pointed out where now re- 
sides an old lady, a late slaveholder of Culpep- 
per Co., Va. Having lost all by the war, she 
fied in entire destitution to Alexandria, where 
two of her former slaves found her, and have 
ever since provided for her, which they expect 
to do until her death. 

There are many sick at Alexandria, and the 
fresh arrivals, sometimes more than a hundred 
per day, need shoes, clothing, everything ; but 
clad properly, they are soon ready to work and 
help themselves. There are now about five 
thousand of them at this place. In Sixth month 
last twelve hundred rations were furnished by 
the Government; in Ninth month but three 
hundred and fifty, which shows how exten- 
sively they have provided for themselves. 

The Committee take pleasure in reporting 
their belief that the agents employed in dis- 
tributing the contributions entrusted to their 
care, are entirely reliable and faithful to their 
trust. Several of these are members of our 
own Society. The personal attention of those 
eapable of helping and protecting these poor 
people is much needed, but fully to meet this 
want liberal funds are required. The Commit- 
tee are now negotiating with two Friends, who 
it is hoped will also soon be actively engaged in 
caring for and instructing the refugees, and a 
sub-committee of two Friends of our own num- 
ber have just been appointed to make another 
personal examination of the present situation 
of these poor people, at the various camps and 
depots to which our supplies are usually sent. 

The Committee employ Harriet Jacobs: as 
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their agent in Alexandria, by whom clothing, 
bedding, etc., are given when necessary, but 
from those who are able, payment is received. 
Over four hundred dollars have from this 
source been received by our Treasurer since 
last Yearly Meeting, to be again invested in 
goods for them. The Committee regard it 
important in all cases where practicable to 
teach them to depend on themselves. 

What is given is very gratefully received. 
One poor woman on being told a garment 
handed to her was sent by Friends in 
the North, said, “I will ask Jesus to give 
me a prayer for them that will reach to 
Heaven.” 

In confirmation of our last report a worthy 
physician residing among them at this point 
informs us he does not know what these poor 
people would have done last winter but for 
the assistance received from Friends. It was 
most valuable,-and doubtless many lives were 
saved by it. Now another winter is at hand 
and probably yet greater need. 

The same tale of large arrivals from slavery 
may be told of Yorktown, Hampton, Ports- 
mouth, Norfolk, Fortress Monroe and every 
other point where the freedmen can find a ref- 
uge, and their appeal should not be in vain. 
A Friend from Camp Hamilton, Fortress Mon- 
roe, writes, “10th mo. 26th. At Fort York 
and Gloucester Point, there are about three 
thousand refugees. There is a small school 
kept by a colored man held out of doors. He 
receives rations and one dollar per month. 
Going through the camp I found them in ex- 
treme destitution for want of medicine and 
clothing. The women and children must suffer 
much next winter, unless supplied with warm 
clothing and shoes.” 

In another letter from the same Friend at 
Fortress Monroe, we read, ‘“‘ Many who can ob- 
tain work, get along very well. They patch 
their clothes, so long as there is anything to 
put a patch on. Within a circuit of four 
miles of Camp Hamilton there is a population 
of five thousand, mostly women and children. 
Many of these are supported by Government 
rations, but entirely dependent on the benevo- 
lent for clothing, and I do not know what they 
will do for the winter.” 

In Portsmouth and Norfolk, Va., and neigh- 
borhoods, there are about twenty thousand 
freedmen. Their habitations are dilapidated 
houses, sheds and barns, open, cold and comfort- 
less. They have no means, no work, except lit- 
tle jobs for which they get but poorly paid, and 
our correspondent says that though there are 
about nine thousand children, it. is safe to pre- 
dict that by the coming Twelfth month there 
will not be one thousand pairs of shoes among 
them to cover their naked feet, unless they be 
sent from the North. She continues, ‘‘A chilly, 
dreary winter is before us. Last winter I fol- 


lowed scores of children to their graves, who» 
but for cold and hunger, would have been here 
to-day.” Let our own children in their happy 
homes think on these desolate ones, and by 
their contributions many a poor child may be 
saved from much suffering. We feel assured 
that if we could represent the case of the poor 
colored children to them as it is, many hearts 
would be tendered and fingers made active to 
find something to give to warm and comfort 
others so much more desolate than themselves. 
The colored people are generally very sensitive 
to cold, and when it comes there will be great 
suffering, unless Friends and others are very 
liberal and very prompt in forwarding sub- 
scriptions in money and clothing to relieve 
them. 

Another correspondent describing the con- 
dition of things at Yorktown, Va., which is 
rather more isolated than some other points, 
says, ‘10th mo. 19th. It is painful to see them 
flock around the carriage and beg for a little 
medicine for the sick and dying. ‘They 
have no physicians.” 

Again, from Norfolk, Va., under date of 10th 
mo., ‘ They come to us destitute of clothing, 
but thanks to the summer’s sun we do not break 
our hearts when we point to our empty store- 
houses and say them ‘Nay.’ But we tremble 
with anxiety when we think of the want and 
suffering that must come with the wintry days, 
and realize, as we do fully, that the utmost liber- 
ality of many societies will fail to satisfy the 
pressing wants.” 

Lastly, from Portsmouth, Va., under date of 
10th mo. 27th. ‘Pray for us. Ihave seen du- 
ring the month now nearly passed, more and 
severer cases of suffering than have previously 
come to my notice. I can toil all day in the 
schools, and wander all day among the abodes 
of poverty and suffering, if I can carry but a 
pittance of relief; but am illy prepared to 
witness this terrible destitution, this hunger 
and nakedness unrelieved. Every day the last 
week we have been thronged, morning and 
evening, with shivering half-clad women, whom 
we have partially clothed.” 

Dear Friends, what more can we say, except 
to state that an earnest effort should at once be 
made to place at least twenty thousand. dollars 
at the disposition of this Committee. Shall we 
not be able to report to our next Yearly Meet- 
ing, that:each one of our Monthly Meetings 
has raised its quota of this amount? Funds 
should be forwarded as soon as collected, to 
Henry Dickinson, Treasurer, 83 Beekman st., 
New York, and boxes or barrels of clothing, 
etc., to Marshall, Dickinson & Uo. Euch box 
or barrel should contain a list of contents, and 
have on it a mark that will enable us to deter- 
mine from whence it came, A list of contents 
should also be sent by mail. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the 
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Committee of New York Representative Meet- 
ing in relation to Colored Refugees. 
Epwarp Tatum, Clerk. 
New York, 
Eleventh Month 4th, 1863. 
——<9————___ 
EARLHAM COLLEGE. 
The Committee having charge of Earlham 


College report, that this Institution has made 
favorable progress the past year. We acknow- 


ledge, with grateful feelings, the prevalence of 


general good health in the family, and the har- 
monious co-operation of the officers in the 
management of the college. 

The number of students has been larger than 
heretofore—the average for the year being 
123—126 in the winter, and 120 in the sum- 
mer session. The deportment of the students, 
and their progress in their studies have been 
highly satisfactory. 

Religious and Scriptural instruction has been 
conducted in very nearly the same manner as 
for several years. The meetings for worship 
have been regularly kept up, and occasionally 
attended by members of the Committee, and 
ministers engaged in Truth’s service. 

Our Friends, Walter T. and Susan M. Car- 
penter, having resigned the positions of Super- 
intendent and Matron—offices which they have 
occupied for several years with such devoted- 
ness and efficiency as, we trust, has given satis- 
faction to all connected with the colleze—the 
Committee felt that their responsibility was 
greatly increased by the necessity of procuring 
other heads for the Institution. 

At our suggestion, our Friends Joseph N. 
and Phebe G. Taylor, consented to take charge 
of the college as Superintendent and Matron ; 
and they have already entered upon the re- 
sponsible duties of their respective positions. 

Owing to the greatly increased cost of pro- 
visions, fuel, and almost every other article re- 
quired at the college, we have been compelled 
to increase the price of board and tuition to 
$75 per session for students in the Preparatory 
department ; and to $85 for those in the Classi- 
cal or Scientific departments. Students not 
members of the Society of Friends, and those 
who study French or German, will be charged 
$5 additional per session. 

The following statements exhibit the finan- 
cial condition of the Institution : 


[A balance of $1229.57 is shown in favor of 


the Institution. ] 

The real estate of the Institution consists of 
160 acres of land valued at $16,000; and the 
College buildings, furniture, etc., are valued 
at $60,000, making $76,000. 

Since our last report, our Friend Thomas 
Wells has donated to the college 75 volumes, 
which make avery valuable addition to the 




















library. Twenty other valuable works have 
been added by purchase during the year, and 
the library now contains 1351 volumes. 

It is an object of great importance to extend 
this department of the college, in order that 
the teachers and students may have access to 
many of the best standard works on the vari- 
ous departments of knowledge, and to a good 
selection of the current literature of our own 
tongue. And, did the means at the disposal of 
the Committee admit, they would gladly appro- 
priate a few hundred dollars, annually, for the 
purchase of books and astronomical, philosophi- 
cal and chemical apparatus. 

The Committee would again suggest that 
the Yearly Meeting direct all the Quarterly 
Meetings to appoint Committees to visit the 
college (which is designed for the benefit of 
the Society at large), and confer with the Ex- 
ecutive Committee upon matters connected 
with the best interests of the Institution. 

As the Executive Committee consists of only 
twelve persons, these Committees, by visiting 
the college at the semi-annual Examinations, 
and examining all its departments, give to each 
of the Quarters a healthy advisory influence in 
its management. Some members of these Com- 
mittees should be persons qualified critically to 
examine the students in the several depart- 
ments, that they may be able to propose whole- 
some changes in the course of study, or methods 
of instruction. And for the information of the 
members, generally, we suggest that the Quar- 
terly meetings require from these Committees 
semi-annual written reports, clearly and fully 
setting forth their views of the condition of 
the Institution. 

The condition of our country and of our re- 
ligious Society demands of us renewed and 
persistent efforts in the great cause of educa- 
tion. There has never been a time when the 
influence of well disciplined minds was more 
needed in this country. There has never been 
a time when we more needed such aids as it is 
in our power to afford, to prepare the young 
to resist the inroads of vice and licentiousness. 
We should ever remember that the great ob- 
ject of life is not merely to toil and strive to 
lay up great material treasure, which must 
‘perish with the using.” 

Our children’s minds are the precious jew- 
els which should receive our greatest care. 
The amount of time and money which we 
give for the mental and spiritual interests of 
our children, is an index of the value which 
we attach to the great principles which form 
the foundation of Christian Society. 

It is not so much our aim at Earlham to 
make brilliant scholars, as to turn out well- 
instructed, serious and useful men and wo- 
men. ‘ 

The acquisition of knowledge is chiefly to be 
prized as the means by which the cultivation 
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of the mental powers, and the formation of 
correct principles and habits are to be attained. 

In laying the foundation of a good educa- 
tion, those parts of human knowledge must be 
selected, the study of which is most strengthen- 
ing to the faculties, and the application the 
most useful in the affairs of life. These have 
been decided by the experience of the most 
competent judges, to be the Mathematics, Na- 
tural Science and Language. The course of 
study at Earlham embraces all these; and the 
faithful pursuit of them strengthens the fa- 
culties, forms habits of patient thought and 
perseverance, and establishes in the mind just 
methods of reasoning—qualities alike valuable 
to the mechanical and other laborious occupa- 
tions, and to the literary and scientific profes- 
sions. One of George Fox’s first acts, after 
setting up meetings for worship, was to esta- 
blish a school for boys, and another for young 
men and young women, “for the teaching of 
whatsoever things were civil, and useful in the 
creation.” One of the first objects of William 
Penn’s care, after establishing his government 
in Pennsylvania, was to institute schools of a 
high grade, “ for the instruction of youth in 
the Languages, Arts and Sciences.” And one 
of Penn’s maxims is, “Good instruction is 
better than riches.” 

Should not the example of these ancient 
brothers stimulate us to renewed exertions in 
the great cause of Education? Is it not an 
undoubted truth, that a thorough scientific and 
literary training, combined with proper reli- 
gious instruction, is a blessing to every class 
of laborers in the church?—to Ministers, to 
Elders, to Clerks, and to those who occupy 
less conspicuous, though not necessarily less im- 
portant positions ? 

No seminary for the higher branches of edu- 
cation can continue prosperous for a long 
course of years, in this country, unless it is 
amply endowed, and actively supported by its 
friends. Institutions under the care of Friends 
form no exception to this rule. And we are 
persuaded that liberal endowment is essential 
to the prosperous maintenance of Earlham 
College. There are few modes in which the 


‘wealth, which has rewarded the labors of some 


of our Friends, can be more widely and perma- 
nently useful, than in contributing to endow 
this Institution; and thus enable it to instruct, 
adorn and bless future generations. Thus in- 
vested, wealth is truly ennobled by its applica- 
tion, and is more likely, ultimately, to return to 
the descendants of the donor, than when ex- 
pended in any other charity. 

With such an endowment, not only might 
the facilities for imparting instruction be great- 
ly increased, and the charge for board and tui- 
tion lessened, but the doors of the college 
might be opened to a number of young men 
and women in our midst, whose natural powers 









would qualify them for great usefulness as 
teachers and citizens, did not their restricted 
means exclude them from that comprehensive 
course of study which is essential to their pro- 
per cultivation. 


We believe there is a reciprocal relation ex- 


isting between Harlham College and the gene- 


ral education of Friends in the West. As our 
neighborhood Quarterly Meeting and higher 


schools improve, in the same proportion will 


Earlham advance ; and the-improvement of the 
latter will have a healthful influence upon the 
former. The Committee therefore desire to 
impress upon the minds of Friends the vast 
importance of sustaining good neighborhood 
Monthly and Quarterly Meeting schools, in 


which their children may be thoroughly in- 
structed in all the branches pertaining to a 


common school education, and in which those 


who intend entering Earlham, may be trained 
specially for its prescribed course of study; 
that they may not suffer that inconvenience 
and loss which many do, who are sent there 


when too young, or poorly prepared by previ- 


ous training, to pursue the studies required. 


And as students make as much progress in 
their studies in two consecutive terms, as in 
three sessions with some months intervening 


between them, we would encourage parents to 
send their children to this Institution with the 
expectation that they will remain there at least 
one year. 


We would suggest to the Yearly Mecting 
the propriety of appointing a nominating Com- 


mittee, to bring forward names to fill vacan- 


cies in the Committee to a subsequent Yearly 
Meeting, excluding near relatives of officers 


and others employed in the Institution from 


serving on such nominations or committees. 
Signed on behalf of the Committee. 


DanieEL Hix, Clerk. 
Tenth-month 1st, 1863. 





Ou, had we but one moment’s sense of the de- 
lights of the entranced soul that is newly re- 
ceived into the kingdom! but it must not be: 
earth must not be so happy as to have one mo- 
ment’s sense of the inconceivable pleasures of 
the received soul; that is the reward and crown, 
and therefore not fit for us here in the conflict. 
— Baxter. 


—_— wer  — 


How every one may preach.—All cannot 
preach from the pulpit; but there is a kind of 
preaching that is permitted to all men, and 
oftentimes this kind is most effectual. Offices 
of kindness to the bodies and souls of those 
around us; words of encouragement to the 
weak ; instruction to the ignorant; broth- 
erly-kindness to all; hearty devotion to 
the services of religion, in our families 
and our closets, as well as in the sanctuary; in 
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a word, earnest, active, self-denying love to our 
fellow- beings, springing from our love to God. 
This will form a most impressive sermon, a 
most convincing proof to the world around us, 
that we have been with Jesus. All Christians 
are called on in this way to preach the Gospel, 
and woe to them if they neglect the call. 
cakeitalalladitidinaen 

“Tr 1s in retirement that one learns by expe- 
rience that Christ has risen indeed, by partak- 
ing of his new life, by living in the hope of 
rising with him, and, by means of faith, tasting 
beforehand the joys of heaven.” 


concern to maintain faithfully the Christian 
principles which the Society of Friends has 
professed from its beginning. The holding of 
a new Yearly Meeting west of the Mississippi ; 
the establishment of several meetings in Kan- 
sas and Minnesota; the general adoption of 
First-day Schools, and the earnest care mani- 
fested to conduct them ina proper manner, 
with various other indications of religious life 
and vigor, encourage and strengthen the hope 
that our views of Christian doctrine and Chris- 
tian practice will continue to spread, and by 
their active operation exert a beneficial influ- 
ence in the “Great West.” 


—_—_—~op——————_ — 


Dizp, in Rochester, N. H., the 4th of 10th mo. 
last, Saran B., wife of Jesse Roberts, in the 68th 
year of her age; a highly esteemed minister of 
Dover Monthly Meeting of Friends. In early child- 
hood she manifested a serious turn of mind, taking 
great delight in the company of older Friends, espe- 
cially those travelling in the ministry; and, at the 
age of sixteen years, believed it required of her to 
make a public profession of her allegiance to her 
Lord ; and as obedience kept pace with knowledge, 
with an eye single to her Heavenly Guide, she be- 
came a devoted follower of the Lord Jesus. 

Possessing a very humble view of her own attain- 
ments, she was ever prepared to sympathize with 
the afflicted of every class. Her last sickness, of 
four weeks, was one of much suffering, which she 
bore with Christian patience and resignation; yet 
often expressing a desire to be released from the 
conflicts of time, if it was her Heavenly Father’s 
will. Her friends believe she largely experienced 
the truth of the text which she repeated very near 
the close, “ Light is sown for the righteous, and joy 
and gladness for the upright in heart.” 

, near Kingston, C. be on the 11th of 6th mo. 
Mary Ferris, aged 12 years, 2 months and 13 days; 

a member of Kingston Monthly Meeting of Friends, 
and an adopted daughter of the late Jonathan 


: . . and Mary Ferris. She bore a lingering illness of 
Tue AuTuMN YEARLY MrEtTINGs.—Printed several months, with much patience, often saying, 


Minutes, and letters from our correspondents, | “ It is all for the best,” and seemed to put her whole 
nm . trust in the Lord. The day before her death, she 
have enabled us to furnish = accounts of the said she had no choice as to getting well, and when 
Yearly Meetings of Ohio, Western, Indiana, | in extreme distress, repeated the following, “ Sick- 
. 2 ness and sorrow will soon pass away, Heaven and 
Towa and Baltimore. I rom that of North Caro- happiness will then be cbtcined.” 
lina, we have received no intelligence, but we , on the 2lst of 9th mo. last, near New Far- 
learn that David White and his wife, and Jane | mington, Ind., Mary ExizaseTs Newsy, daughter of 
Wins! f Pi Woods Meet} ha: ie Willis and Milicent Newby, in the 19th year of her 
insiow, of Piney Woods Meeting, in the/ age; a member of Driftwood Monthly Meeting of 
eastern part of the State, left home to attend Friends. 
the Yearly Meeting in the early part of last , on the 14th of 1ith mo., 1863, in Memphis, 
1 cs d Tennessee, THomas, son of Jesse and Hannah Wil- 
month, and it is hoped an account of the pro-| son, in the 23d year of his age; a member of Back 
eedings may yet be received through them. | Creek Monthly Meeting, Ind. 
ee els Wain Bian b ded , at Chattanooga, Tenn., on the 18th of 10th 
¢ tate Yearly Meetings may be regarded, | mo., 1863, Jenu, son of Robert and Anna Ellis, in 
upon the whole, as very satisfactory; and 
while some local difficulties and individual 
cases of defection in supporting our testi- 
monies, may have occurred, many eviden- 
ces have appeared of an increased general 
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PHILADELPHIA, TWELFTH MONTH 12, 1863. 








Posace. We find that some of our sub- 
scribers do not fully understand the new post- 
age law, in respect to periodicals. Since it 
came into operation we have kept a standing 
notice on the first page of each number, that 
QUARTERLY postage on this paper, to be paid 
quarterly or yearly in advance, is Fi1vn cents. 
The payment should be made at the Post-office 
where the paper is received. When the post- 
age is not thus pre-paid, the law requires the 
payment of four cents on each paper received. 
In cities where papers are delivered by a car- 
rier, he will receive the quarterly or yearly 
payment in advance; and at country post- 
offices, when timely care is taken to make the 
payment, no difficulty or unnecessary expense 
will occur. 








———~ bb 








the 3lst year of his age; a member of Back Creek 
Monthly Meeting, Ind. 

, on the 20th of 8th month, in the 22d year 
of her age, Gutietma Mosuer, daughter of Jonathan 
N. and Elizabeth W. Mosher; a member of Salem 
Monthly Meeting, Iowa. Although the days of her 
minority were mostly passed far from the Society of 
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Friends, yet when she came to reside amongst them 
she soon became punctual in the attendance of 
meetings. About a week before she died, she said, 
She had not put off her work until the time of 
her sickness. 

Diep, in Southampton Co., Va,, 9th month, 1862, 
Joszra Pretiow, son of Joseph and Mary Pretlow, 
in the 37th year of his age ; a member of Black 


Creek Particular and Lower Monthly Meeting of 


Friends, in Va. In a conversation with his brother, 
short time before his illness, on the probability of 
their being taken to camp, his brother remarked, he 
feared not man; God is faithful and will not suffer us 
to be tempted beyond what He will give us strength 
to bear. He replied, he “did fear, and if it was 
his Master’s will he had rather die; than suffer the 
persecution of a military camp,” which desire was 
granted him, his dissolution taking place only a few 
days before his brother and other Friends from that 
Meeting were taken to camp and finally to prison. 


- , at the residence of her brother-in-law, S. 
Winbon, in Hertford Co., N. C., the llth of 7th 
mo., 1863, Evizanetu Prettow, daughter of Joseph 
and Mary Pretlow, in the 27th year of her age, after 
a lingering illness, which she bore with Christian 
patience and cheerfulness, remarking, what she en- 
dured was nothing to what her Saviour had suffered 
for her. A few days before her dissolution she said 
to a brother, “ I am going; I regret leaving my loved 
brothers and sisters, but it is the desire of my heart 
that you may all hold out faithful to the end, that 
we may be gathered with the dear departed.” She 
gave many assurances that her peace was made, and 
that a crown awaited her. 


_——, On the 8th of the 10th mo., 1863, near Mar- 
tinsville, Clinton Co., O., Martin Weasr, in the 43d 
year of his age; an esteemed member of Newberry 
Monthly Meeting. This dear Friend was painfully 
afflicted for several months, but was favored to 
bear his sufferings with cheerfulness and resigna- 
tion, and to make a peaceful close. 


, On the 4th of 11th mo.» 1863, at the resi- 
dence of his son-in-law, Edom T. Bundy, near the 
same place, JoserH Moon, in the 81st year of bis 
age; an esteemed member of the same meeting. 
His consistent walk “ and the innocent cheerfulness 
and humility of his spirit” had long endeared 
him to a large circle of relatives and friends. His 
end was very peaceful. 
, ou the 4th of 10th mo., 1863, Hannan, wife 
of Thomas Hammond, in the 62d year of her age ; 
a member of Smithfield Monthly Meeting, Ohio. 
During her sickness she was preserved in much 
quietness and peace of mind, though she expe- 
rienced great suffering and extreme weakness. She 
felt wholly resigned to the Divine will, believing 
that “He doeth all things well.” Her close was 
happy and peaceful 
——,on the 3d of 8th mo. last, Bensamin W 
Green, son of John and Mary Ann Green, aged 16 
years, 1 month and 18 days; a member of Goshen 
Monthly Meeting, Logan Co., Ohio. 
, near Monrovia, Ind., on the 16th of 9th month 
last, Clara, aged 4} months, daughter of Cyrus and 
Martha E. Lindley. 














——-~4OR----COC—C—CS 

A stated meeting of the “‘ Woman’s Arp Assocta- 
tion ’’ will be held at the room, corner of 5th and 
Cherry Sts., above G. W. Taylor’s Store, on 7th 
day, 12th of 12th mo., at half past three o’clock. It 
is requested that no one will send for or return work 
to the rooms on the 7th day of the week, after 1 
o’clock on that day. 

E. C, Couzins, Secretary. 





TO LEASE, 


For a term of years, the premises known a3 Nine 
Partners Boarding School, in Dutchess Co., New 
York, together with the furniture, and about ten 
acres of land adjoining. The above property will 
be leased on favorable terms to a competent Friend, 
for the purpose of a Boarding and Day School. 
Apply to Ww. B. Cotuins, Peekskill, N. Y., or 
Rost. Lixptey Murray, N. Y. City. 
12th mo. 12th—2t. 


ensitininianeiidialilaiaasigiaaiaiasnctil 
Extract of a letter from H. C. Backhouse. 
COSTUME. 


* * #* «Thy letter was very interesting 
to me, and demands some explanation of my 
half-told views, which, like other half-told 
things, are very apt to create misapprehension. 
I am an enemy to costume for the sake of cos- 
tume; but I am also persuaded, that if we 
bear a consistent testimony against that which 
springs from vanity, decking the person with 
ornaments, and changeable suits of apparel, 
and changing for the sake of the fashion, we 
must fall into a very simple manner of dress- 
ing, and that very much of a uniform one, 
with the exception of those real improvements 
that tend beth to ease and health, and which 
have nothing todo with conformity to the 
world for the sake of conformity. In follow- 
ing such a line of conduct, it is self-evident 
that we must differ from the majority. But as 
truth and righteousness have never yet been 
supposed to be with the multitude, common 
usage is no argument for the Christian ; and if 
we differ from others by a consistent testimony 
against ornament and change of fashion, we 
must become singular, and it is this singularity 
which marks usas Friends ; and what we think 
founded on right principles for ourselves must 
also be so for our children. 

This is the reasonable view I take of our 
peculiarity of dress. Simplicity, with absence 
of ornament, is undoubtedly a Christian re- 
quirement; but the church may have requir- 
ings in one state of mankind that might not be 
necessary for her in another. Were the world 
not to lie in wickedness, as we know it does, 
there would be no need for the protection that 
the mark of being a Friend is now known to 
be, both to our young men and young women.” 


—_—_——- ~~ 


Ir is an excellent life, and it is the proper 
life of a Christian, to be daily outstripping him- 
self, to be spiritually wiser, and still more 
heavenly-minded to-day than yesterday ; every 
day loving the world less and Christ more, and 
gaining every day some further victory over 
his seeret corruptions; having his desires in all 
temporal things more cool and indifferent, and 
in spiritual things more ardent ; that miserable 
lightness of spirit cured, and his heart rendered 
more solid and fixed on God, aspiring to more 
near communion with him.”’—Leighion. - 





w= 


sZt Lae ere 


= 


FRIENDS’ 


THE FIRST BIBLE WOMAN. 


A poor orphan in one of the most wretched 
districts of London is orphanage indeed. Mari- 
an’s mother, dragged from a decent home by a 
drunken husband, died broken-hearted, and her 
father went to a drunkard’s grave. The child, 
left to the cold charities of the street, picked up 
a scanty living in the miserable homes of St. 
Giles. From the shop windows she learned her 
letters. An old man taught her to write and 
read, cautioning her at the same time never to 
‘read a book called the Bible, for it was full of 
lies. Breathing the very air of vice, Marian 
remained virtuous; and often sat through the 
long, cold hours of night on the steps, rather 
than witness the corrupting scenes taking place 
within. By cutting fire-papers and making 
bags for a silversmith, she earned a precarious 
independence, until at 18 the poor girl united 
her humble fortunes with a kind-hearted man, 
scarcely richer than herself. 

Passing through the strects one night, she took 
shelter from a drenching rain in an alley of a 
little mission chapel. Hearing a voice within, 
she followed it, and listened to the closing ad- 
dress of a missionary, who read from a book. 

That book must be the Bible, she thought— 
it spoke of God. At the close of the services, 
people were invited to come the next evening 
and borrow a book from a library recently 
opened for the poor. Marian accepted the in- 
vitation, and was the first tocome. As she 
went something whispered to her, “ Borrow a 
Bible.” So she asked fora Bible. “ A Bible !” 
said the good missionary, “ we did not mean to 
lend Bibles from this library. Wait, and I will 
fetch you one. It is a token for good, surely, that 
the book of God, the best of books, should be 
the first book asked for and lent from this 
place.” He brought one, and asked if he 
should call and read it to her. 

“ No, thank you, sir,” said Marian, “ we are 
quiet folks; my husband may not like it. I 
will take the book and read it for myself.” 

A year afterwards the missionary was sent to 
for a ticket of admission to the hospital. He 
visited the sick woman in need of it, and found 
it was Marian; he found also that the Bible 
had been her daily companion ever since he 
had placed it in her hands, and that through 
the power of the Holy Ghost she had become 
savingly acquainted with its precious truths. 
Sickness visited both husband and wife, and 
gradually almost every comfort which frugality 
had gathered around them vanished away. Just 
able to live, timely help now and then only 
saved them from pinching want. The mission- 
ary often visited them, and, poor as they were, 
his conversation was often more highly prized 
than his charities. 

At last he thought, as Marian grew stronger 
and better, “Cannot this poor woman earn 
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something at selling Bibles?’ How did the 
plan strike Marian? “ Indeed, sir,” she said, 
on thinking it over, “my heart warms at it. 
It seems that God is graciously marking out a 
path in which alone I am fit to labor. I know 
nothing of the customs and manners of the rich ; 
I could not undertake the most menial service 
in a gentleman’s house, but I can talk to the 
poor outcasts among whom I dwell. I can help 
many a poor mother; I can havea word for the 
drunken and even infidel husband. Jt will be 
a privilege to go to these miserable homes ; and 
on what an errand! With the [Bible], I can 
cast myself on His help, and I will fear no evil.” 
And so Marian became the “ Bible-woman” to 
haunts and homes the most miserable and nox- 
ious in London. Some cried out in their wick- 
edness, “ Why bring the Bible here? It is 
not for us.” Yet the many, yearning for a 
something to do them good, received her gladly. 
And when they said, “ Oh, you know not what 
a struggle we have to live,” she could reply, 
“T know it all; I am poor as you; but get this 
book, it has the balm for all your sorrow. I 
bring it you, because I have found it so my- 
self.” 

At first Marian received some hard knocks ; 
a pail of refuse was once emptied upon her, 
which turned out in making her many friends ; 
for one woman took her in and wiped her bon- 
net, another washed her face, others gathered 
around in sympathy, and several new acquaintan- 
ces were dated from this rough handling. A poor 
lettuce-women always curtesied on meeting her, 
because of the book she carried. As the fruit 
of her first month’s labor, Marian had 70 Bible 
subscribers. On the second month of her vis- 
its, she was anxious to try and put the people 
in a condition to profit by the book they were 
so willing to buy. As it was quite out of the 
question to sit down and read the Bible in the 
midst of their filth, she invited a few of the 
women to come and take tea with her; hoping 
thus to have a little talk with them on their ways, 
and how to mend them. At her first company she 
had eight ; they had washed their poor caps and 
gowns, and came from their dens looking tidy, 
perhaps for the first time, each bringing a baby 
and her holy book, for [the Bible] was the ba- 
sis of all their talk. Could they read? Not 
all; but their children could, and each had some 
dim idea of Christ and his blessed redemption. 
Before they left, Marian read aloud the 15th 
chapter of Matthew, expounding it in her own 
simple way, and the little company knelt down 
in prayer, the first prayer-meeting they had 
ever attended. 

This is the beginning of the female agency 
to the lost and degraded, recently begun, whose 
two distinctive features are these : 

1. The women employed are from among them- 
selves: as such, they can sympathize with the 
evils, the wants, the degradation of those whom 
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they come to relieve. The class is below the 
decent poor, and therefore difficult to be reach- 
ed; for with their poverty has grown up a reck- 
lessness and hardness which defy and forbia or- 
dinary modes of improvement. 

2. It is an agency beginning its reforms with 
the Bible. The Bible is the root of all efforts 
at amelioration. These people feel, often keen- 
ly feel, their wretched condition; and the 
“ Bible-women ” offer, first of all, a Saviour, an 
almighty Friend and Helper. They tell his 
love; they speak his words; they teach his 
teachings ; they offer his blood ; they carry his 
balm ; and nothing, perhaps, shows so affecting- 
ly and wonderfully the power of the divine 
word, accompanied by the divine Spirit, and its 
fitness to meet the deepest needs of the de- 
praved heart, as the readiness with which these 
poor pious women have been received, and the 
quiet reforms which they are effecting in many 
and many a home, if homes they can be called, 
scathed and defamed by sin in every form. 

It is a mission of women to women, and of 
women to their class, beginning with the Bible, 
which promises to solve that most difficult of all 
problems, how to reach and Christianize the de- 
graded population of our cities and towns and vil- 
lages—that class that are every year falling into 
a lower and still lower level of life and morals. 

The prosecution of this truly blessed work in 
London is portrayed in a most interesting man- 
nef in a little book called “ The Missing Link.” 
Its very name discloses the “ missing link” in 
the chain of Christian instrumentalities to reach 
the lost, found in the employment of Bible- 
women to convey to sad homes the water and 
the bread of life, as the first and only true and 
permanent social reform ; a saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ being the beginning and the 
end of every thing we can do for the elevation 
of man. H. C. K. 


————~<or 
OXYGEN, OZONE AND ANTOZONE. 


Oxygen is the most abundant substance in 
nature, and it plays the most important part in 
the chemical changes which take place in the 
organic and inorganic kingdoms. It is the ac- 
tive agent of combustion and fermentation. 
It attacks and decomposes the hardest steel ; 
it maintains the fire upon the hearth, the light 
in the lamp, and the warmth of the human 
body. Every one should have some definite 
knowledge of its nature and properties, as it 
forms the very breath of man’s nostrils. Oxy- 
gen is one of the six permanent gases; it was 
discovered by Dr. Priestley in 1774, and called 
dephlogisticated air. It is insipid; colorless, 
inodorous, and permanently elastic under all 
known pressures and temperatures. The light- 
est gas is hydrogen, compared with which oxy- 
gen is sixteen times heavier ; its specific gravi- 
ty being 16—hydrogen 1, and 100 cubic inches 
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of it weigh 34-24 grains. The air of our at- 
mosphere contains four constituents; namely, 
oxygen 21 parts, nitrogen 79 parts, some car- 
bonic acid and ammonia; the two latter are 
variable, the two former constant. The nitro- 
gen is passive, remaining in an unchanged con- 
dition in the air; but the oxygen, the active 
agent, is ever being consumed and renewed. 
Water absorbs a portion of it, the rate being 
three cubic inches of oxygen to 100 cubic 
inches of water. It is thus fitted for the res- 
piration of fishes ; the blood of these creatures 
in circulating through the gills being aérated by 
the free oxygen dissolved in the water. It is 
drawn from the atmosphere into the lungs of 
mammals, their blood is aérated by its combining 
with carbon, and then it is expelled in carboni¢ 
acid—a gas composed of two equivalents of 
oxygen and one of carbon. If the oxygen 
were suddenly extracted from the atmosphere, 
every living being would die within the space 
of five minutes. The air most conducive to 
health contains only oxygen and nitrogen in 
the proportions given above; all mixtures of 
other gases with the atmosphere are injurious 
in proportion to their quantity and nature. 
Carbonic acid gas, which is expelled from the 
lungs, and also produced by combustion and 
fermentation, escapes into the atmosphere and 
acts as a poison when inhaled in large quanti- 
ties. The quantity of carbonic acid gas thrown 
into the atmosphere is continually increasing 
with the increase of human beings, and the 
vast quantities of fuel which they consume for 
manufacturing and commercial purposes. It 
has been caleulated that a thousand millions of 
human beings annually consume 2,000,000,- 
000,000 pounds of carbon, which multiplied by 
three will give about the quantity of carbonic 
acid thrown into the air from this source alone. 
Still all the carbonic acid which now flows into 
the atmosphere, forms but a small portion of 
the great aerial ocean. On the tops of moun- 
tains and on the ocean it only constitutes about 
one-fortieth per cent. in weight of the whole 
atmosphere. Thus diluted, it does no injury 
to any person, but in cities and apartments 
where there is not a free circulation of air it 
exists in much greater quantities. The only 
remedy for this evil is a greater supply of fresh 
air. What are called disinfectants and deodor- 
izers have no effect upon carbonic acid. 
Besides carbonic acid, other organic ema- 
nations from putrescent bodies—animal and 
vegetable—pass into the atmosphere. That 
the entire atmosphere does not become corrupt 
is a subject of wonder. The Creator, has en- 
dowed it with the property of purifying itself, 
and recent chemical discoveries have thrown 
much light upon the subject. About tweuty 
years ago, it was discovered by Professor Schon- 
bein that when electric sparks were passed si- 
lently through air, the oxygen was changed in 
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nature but notin essence. It received the name 
of ozone from its peculiar odor, and much was 
then said and written upon the subject to no 
profit. Its character is now better understood, 
and it possesses such intensely oxidizing and 
bleaching powers that substances upon which 
common oxygen produces no effect are rapidly 
oxidized in contact with air which contains 
only a small portion of it. It unites with pu- 
trescent substances, and it has been called 
“‘one of the great scavengers of nature.” 
Permanganate of potash contains ozone, and, 
when dissolved, it is called ozonized water, 
which has of late been much used in medical 
practice as a deodorizer. Ozone in the atmos- 
phere is said to be promotive of health, and it 
is therefore a most important condition of oxy- 
gen. The explanation given by chemists of 
the change which oxygen undergoes in becom- 
ing ozone, is that it is polarized and broken up 
into two states, called ozone for the negative, 
and antozone for the positive. Dry ozone will 
not dissolve in water, but when a certain quan- 
tity of oxygen is converted into ozone, another 
portion is changed into antozone, which is solu- 
ble in water and forms the peroxyde of hydro- 
gen. ‘There are several antozonides, but much 
has yet to be learned respecting this polar con- 
dition of oxygen. It is remarkable that ozone 
is changed into common oxygen by simply 
submitting it for a short period of time to a 
temperature of 500° Fah.; and it is further 
remarkable that ozone and antozone have the 
power of neutralizing each other in contact 
and evolving ordinary oxygen in a pure state. 
According to Faraday, oxygen is the most mag- 
netic of all the gases, and its various changes 
of character may be due to its electric or mag- 
netic condition.— Scientific American. 


“CAST THY BREAD UPON THE WATERS.” 


* %* * The sowing of the seed in the mud 
of rivers may perhaps be alluded to in the text, 
“Cast thy bread upon the waters,” (see Eccles. 
xi. 1.) The seeds of the Lotus Lily are used 
in the manufacture of bread, owing to the quan- 
tity of starch and gluten which they contain. 
These seeds are sown by being enveloped in 
clay, and thrown into the water, so that they 
sink in the mud. There they germinate ; and 
after many days, the plants appear above the 
water, bearing flowers and fruit, the seeds of 
which are again employed as bread. The pas- 
sage in Isaiah,‘ And by great waters the seed of 
Sihor, the harvest of the river, is her revenue,” 
—is by some supposed to refer to the Lotus 
Lily, which is still held sacred in the East. It 
is said that one of the benighted natives of 
Nepaul, upon entering Sir Wm. Jones’ study, 
made prostrations before this plant, which hap- 
pened to be there for examination.— Balfour’ s 
Botany and Religion. 


REVIEW. 


For Friends’ Review. 


ABDUHL RAHHAMAN. 


The article in last week’s Review, entitled, 
“ Are there Mussulmen slaves in the United 
States ?” has recalled a circumstance mentioned 
in the life of Thomas H. Gallaudet, L.L. D., 
founder of the Deaf and Dumb Asylum at 
Hartford. The similarity in the two accounts 
is so striking as to warrant the belief that Ab- 
duh] Rahhaman is the person referred to by 
the correspondent of the N. Y. Evening Post. 
Some of the readers of the Review may be in- 
terested in the following extract, from the bi- 
ography alluded to, which gives a brief outline 
of the history of this much injured man. 


Eleventh mo. 23d. 8. 


Some who read this memoir will remember 
the account which was published in the Afri- 
can Repository of a slave who was brought to 
Natchez and sold to Colonel Thomas Foster, of 
that place ; and who, after remaining in bond- 
age nearly forty years, was met and recognized 
by Dr. Cox, of the United States Navy, as the 
Moorish Prince, Abduh] Rahhaman, whom he 
had known forty years before in Tumbo, and 
by whom he had been treated with great kind- 
ness, when he was rich in that place. Dr. Cox, 
in the fulness of his gratitude, went to Colonel 
Foster and offered him a thousand dollars if he 
would liberate the prince ; but he was so valua- 
ble a slave, and so excellent was the influence 
which he exercised over all the slaves on his 
plantation, that Colonel Foster could not con- 
sent to part with him. Some years after Dr. 
Cox’s death, the case being reported to the 
United States government, and satisfactory evi- 
dence being presented of the truth of the 
prince’s statements and history, an agent 
was sent to Natchez to procure his freedom. 
He was at once manumitted by Col. Foster, 
without any compensation. 

The prince was then sixty-six years old, hav- 
ing been a slave forty years. He had a wife, 
five sons and eight grand-children, all in bond- 
age. His wife was soon bought and set free 
by benevolent individuals in Natchez and neigh- 
borhood. The object was to send them back 
to their own country ; but they could not bear 
to go and leave their children and grand-chil- 
dren all behind. A large sum was required for 
their ransom, and how was it to be obtained? 
In the number of the Repository for October 
1828, I find the following notice of the agency 
by which the purchase money was raised. 

‘“‘We have before mentioned the prince’s de- 
sire to obtain the redemption of his entire 
family, and that he had gone to the northern 
cities to solicit aid. We rejoice to find that the 
Rev. Mr. Gallaudet, Principal of the Asylum 
of the Deaf and Dumb, at Hartford, and so 
well known to the public for his truly Christian 
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and charitable enterprise, has generously devo- 
ted himself for two or three weeks past, to 
this unfortunate stranger; examined and made 
himself familiar with his history, brought the 
facts of it before the public in New England, 


and finally visited New York, where he made a 


powerful appeal, in the Masonic Hall, to the 
generous and wealthy of that city.” 

The address was published and greatly aided 
in raising the required sum. I cannot refrain 


from quoting a part of the closing paragraph 


from that eloquent appeal. 


“The prince was born and spent his early 
youth in Timbuctoo, and recollects that no one 


was disturbed for religious opinions; and 


that the Alcoran has given the people a 
During all his 


curiosity to see the Bible. 
trials the prince has not forgotten his Arabic, 
but reads it fluently and writes it with neatness. 


The finger of God seems to point to great re- 


sults arising from his return. His life appears 
like a romance, and would be incredible if the 
evidence were not undeniable. We see in these 
events that God’s ways are not as our ways, nor 
his thoughts as our thoughts. We see why 
the prince was not to return with his Moorish 
disposition and his Moorish sword ; that Provi- 
dence continued him here, till grace had soft- 
ened his heart. He will now return a messen- 
ger of peace.” Blessed be God that we are 
permitted the honor of co-operating with him. 
Methinks I see him like a patriarch crossing 
the Atlantic, over which he was taken forty 
years since, with his flock around him, and hap. 
py in doing good. I[think I see benighted 


Africa taking her stand among the nations of 


the earth. I think I see Egypt as heretofore, 
pouring a flood of light into Greece, and Car- 
thage arising in her former glory. I think I 


see Africa, one hand pointing to the tablet of 


eternal justice, making even us Americans 
tremble, while the words are pronounced, 
‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the 
Lord ;’ and with the other pointing to the gold- 
en rule of the Gospel.” 

Soon after their emancipation, the prince and 
his family emigrated to Liberia, where he died 
a short time afterward, and where Mr. Gurley 
visited his widow not long after his death. 
She handed him an old pocket book, in which 
he found the following letter from Mr. Gallau- 
det, under date of May 15th, 1828. 

[Letter to Abdubl Rahhaman, the Moorish 
Prince. ] 

HartrorD, May 15th, 1828. 

“ My Venerable Friend :—I have read with 
deep interest the late accounts respecting you, 
and how, with the blessing of God, and by the 


liberality of kind friends, yourself and wife 
have obtained freedom, and are soon to return 


to your native land. 
I saw in this.city, a few days since, the Rev. 


Jonas King, who has lately been a Christian 
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missionary in Palestine. He told me that when 
he should arrive in New York, from which 
place he expects soon to embark for Greece, he 
would send you an Arabic Bible. I hope it 
will reach you in safety. I also send you (and 
of which I beg your acceptance, as a small to- 
ken of my esteem and friendship) a small 
book in Arabic, which was sent to me a 
few years ago by a friend in England, the 
Rev. Josiah Pratt, secretary at that time of the 
Church Missionary Society, which has done so 
much to enlighten the Africans in their native 
country. 

“ Remember, my venerable friend, that it is 
the religion of Jesus Christ alone, which leads 
men to do good tothe souls of their fellow 
men. What other religion does this? I know 
there are men that call themselves Christians, 
(and it is easy for men to call themselves by 
any name), and yet act directly contrary to 
the commands of Jesus Christ. Do not judge 
the religion of Jesus Christ by such men. 

“ Reading attentively, my venerable friend, 
the New Testament, you will see in the charac- 
ter of Jesus Christ, and in all his precepts, a 
religion, which, if cherished in the heart and 
practiced in the life, would make men good 
and happy, both in this and the future 
world. 

“Perhaps you have met a few persons who are 
Christians in heart, and who imitate the ex- 
ample of Jesus Christ. What do you think of 
them? What do you think of the religion 
which has removed darkness from their minds, 
and made their hearts love God and their fel- 
low men? Look at such men. Are you not 
glad to have them for your friends? They are 
the ones who wish not only to do you good in 
this world, but to prepare you after death 
(which, ah, my venerable friend, cannot be far 
distant from you and your dear wife) to be happy 
forever in Heaven. 

“Was Jesus Christ, who set such an exam- 
ple and taught such a religion, a bad man, an 
impostor? You say, perhaps, he was a good 
man. Well, if he wasa good man, he could 
not have spoken falsehoods, he must always 
have told the truth. But, if he told the truth, 
his religion must be a true one, and all other 
religions which do not agree with it must be 
false. He said he was the only Saviour, and 
that only by repentance toward God for all our 
sins, and by faith in him as our only Saviour, 
we can be saved. The Arabic book, which I 
send you, my venerable friend, shows very 
clearly the truth of the Christian religion. * * * 
I beg you to read it carefully. I beg you to 
read the Arabic Bible carefully, which, I hope, 
you will receive from my friend Mr. King. I 
beg you at the same time to pray Almighty 
God, that he would guide you by his wisdom 
into the knowledge of the true religion; for, 
my venerable friend, how important it is that 
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you should find and embrace the true religion ! 
You, whose soul will soon be in eternity. 

“‘ May the Holy Spirit lead you in the way of 
truth, of safety, and of peace. Is not Jesus 
Christ just such a teacher, just such a guide, 
just such a protector, just such a friend as you 
and I need in a world like this, so full of dis- 
appointment, of sorrow and of sin? Shall we 
not need him when we die, and when our souls 
appear at the judgment seat at the last day ? 

“‘T heard, yesterday, that some family near 
this city had a long letter in Arabic, which you 
wrote when you first came to this country, in 
Charleston, S. C. I rode seven miles last even- 
ing to try to find this letter. I did not succeed, 
but I heard something about it, and I will try 
to procure it and send it to you. Please write 
to me as soon as you receive this letter, and tell 
me how soon you expect to embark, and to 
what place I shall direct another letter to you. 
Give kind regards to your wife and children, 
all of whom, as well as yourself, I commend to 
the protection and blessing of Almighty God ; 
beseeching him, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
to guide you all, after the trials and changes of 
this short and uncertain life, to the mansions 
of eternal rest. 

“Tam, my venerable friend, 

Your friend in truth, 
Tuomas H. GALLAUDET.” 


——_——~ee—____—_ 


Mimicry is the common and favorite amuse- 
ment of little, low minds ; practice it not your- 
selves, nor applaud it in others. 


ee 


HE STIRRED MY NEST. 
By Mary D. James. 


“ As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, 
spreadeth abroad her wings, so the Lord alone did lead him,” 
&c.—Deut. xxxii. 11, 12. 

Calmly reposing in my downy nest, 

I had forgotten earth is not my rest,— 
Until, disturbed, I saw a gracious hand 
Point upward to a brighter, happier land. 


He stirred my nest,—then, fluttering o’er my head, - 
I saw His radiant wings benignly spread, 

To bear me up, from earthly scenes, on high, 

To purer regions and a cloudless sky. 


’'Twas hard to find no foothold ’neath the sun, 
But soon I found my life of bliss begun ! 

A world of unseen joys, untold delight, 
Revealed its glories to my raptured sight. 


My broken nest forsaken,—on those wings 
Upborne, my spirit mounts, and sweetly sings; 
Victorious over all her foes she soars, 

And glorious unknown realms of light explores. 


I had slept on, nor ever felt or known 

The perfect bliss of loving God alone,— 
Of being borne upon his wings on high, 
Had He not taught me thus to rise and fly. 


Had not my nest been stirred, and sorrows deep, 
And grief and pain disturbed my carnal sleep, 

I had not known this pure, heartfelt delight, 
’Twas love, unbounded love, that forced my flight! 


O! now a wide expanse, boundless, sublime, 
Stretches before my sight, and earth and time 

Seem but a point, a bubble on the stream,— 
While on my soul celestial glories beam. 


O’erwhelmed with wondering joy, and filled with 
praise, 
I now exult in gratefal, ceaseless lays 
To Him whose love amazing stooped to me, 
And stirred my nest, and set my spirit free. 


——_—__-+-—~<0r—- 


LEAD THOU ME ON. 


Send kindly light amid the encircling gloom, 
And lead me on; 

The night is dark, and I am far from home, 
Lead thou me on. 

Keep thou my feet ; I do not wish to see 

The distant scene; one step’s enough for me. 


I was not always thus; nor prayed that thou 
Shouldst lead me on; 

I loved to choose and see my path; but now 
Lead thou me on. 

I loved day’s dazzling light, and spite of fears, 

Pride ruled my will—remember not past years. 


So long thy power hath blessed me ; surely still 
Thou’lt lead me on 

Through dreary doubt, through pain and sorrow, till 
The night is gone; 

And with the morn those angel faces smile, 

Which I have loved long since, and lost the while. 


—_-~0 


THE ALPINE GENTIAN. 


She ’neath ice-mountains vast 
Long had lain sleeping, 

When she looked forth at last, 
Timidly peeping. 


Trembling she gazed around, 
All round her slept, 

O’er the dead icy ground 
Cold shadows crept. 


Mournfully pondering, 
Gazed she on high ; 

White clouds were wandering 
Through the blue sky. 


There smiled the kindly Sun, 
Gentle beams kissed her ; 
On her the mild moon shone, 

Like a saint sister. 


There twinkling, many a star 
Danced in sweet mirth ; 

The warm Heavens seemed nearer far, 
Than the cold earth. 


So she gazed, steadfastly 
Looking on high, 

Till she grew heavenly, 
Blue as the sky ; 


And the cold icicles 
Near which she grew 
Thawed in her skyey bells, 
Fed with her dew; 


And the tired traveller 
Gazing abroad, 

Fixing his eyes on her, 
Thinking on God, 


Thinks how, ’mid life’s cold snow, 
Hearts to God: given, 

Breathe out, where’er they go, 
Summer and Heaven | 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreion InTELLIGENCE.—English advices via Gal- 
way are to the 25th ult. 


Great Bairain.—The argument on the question of 
a new trial in the case of the Alexandra was con- 
cluded on the 24th, but no judgment had been given. 
The London J'imes says that the decision, whatever it 
may be, will not set the question at rest, since an ap- 
peal will still lie both to the Court of the Exchequer 
Chamber and to the House of Lords; and supposing 
@ new trial to be granted, the original contest will 
have to be gone over again beforea jury. Meanwhile, 
the legal character, both of the Alexandra and the 
rams in the Mersey, must remain unsettled, and no 
similar contracts can be safely executed by any ship- 
builders. It expresses satisfaction that this embargo 
can injure nobody by those who have shown perfect 
indifference to the risk of embroiling England in 
war. The government had decided to stop the Pam- 
pero, on the Clyde, although the owners alleged that 
the vessel does not differ from the numerous mer- 
chant ships regularly fitted out on that river. 


An agreement for a contract for five years has been 
concluded between an agent on behalf of the colony 
of New Zealand and the Intercolonial Royal Mint 
Packet Company, which already runs a line of mail 
steamers between Australia and New Zealand, for a 
monthly line between the latter and Panama ; the 
time to be 30 days, with penalty for a loager and bonus 
for a shorter period. The service is to commence 
about the beginning of the year 1865, and will com- 
plete the circle of British mail service around the 
globe. 


France.—A bill has been presented to the Council 
of State, asking supplementary credits for 91,000,000 
francs,which are stated to be required for the expens- 
es of the Mexican expedition.. 

The Memorial Diplomatique says that fifteen of the 
twenty powers invited to the European Congress have 
given an affirmative reply. It also states that the 
French government has replied to England’s request 
for information as to the programme of the Congress, 
that without intrenching upon its functions the Em- 
peror could not lay down the preliminaries; but 
when the replies of all the Powers were received, the 
Kmperor would hasten to give all the explanations 
in his power. The Pairie adds to this statement that 
the Emperor has expressed as his opinion that the 
Congress should be chiefly occupied in considering 
the questions of Poland, the German Duchies, Rome 
and Venice. 


DenmarRk AND Gurmany.—The King of Denmark 
died on the 15th ult. His cousin Prince Christian, 
the father of the Princess of Wales and of the new 
King of Greece, succeeds to the throne as Christian 
IX. The difficulties with Germany respecting the 
Duchies of Schleswig and Holstein appear likely to 
be aggravated by this event. While in Denmark the 
crown is transmissible to female heirs, in the Duchies 
the Salic law prevails, limiting the succession to 
males; which would exclude Prince Christian, 
whose claim is by the female line. A conference 
of the principal European Powers, held in London in 
1852, to settle the Danish succession, agreed that 
Prince Christian should succeed to all the Danish 
possessions, and hence he has been proclaimed by 
the Danes as Duke of Schleswig-Holstein, as well 
as King. The Germans of those Duchies deny that 
the change of succession is valid, without the as- 
sent of their Diets and of the Federal Diet of Ger- 
many, Which assent has not been given; and a meet- 
ing of their leading men hag been held, which call- 
ed upon Prince Frederick of Augystenburg, the 
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heir according to their laws, to place himself at their 
head. The Prince has issued a proclamation,announc- 
ing his assumption of the government of the Duchieg 
declaring further Danish rule to be usurpation, and 
appealing to the German Federation to protect hig 
rights. Some of the minor German sovereigns have 
recognized bis claims, but Austria and Prussia have 
not declared themselves. The Danish government 
on the other hand, has required all the Holstein offi- 
cials to take the oath of allegiance to the new King 
and it is said to be actively preparing for war,which 
appears likely to ensue, if the German Federal Diet 
should support the Duchies. The King has sanc- 


tioned the common Constitution for Denmark and 
Schleswig. 


Russia AND PoLanp.—Russia is reported to be 
making preparations for war, by fortifying the 
coasts, and collecting large bodies of troops. The 
Turkish government is said to have protested 
against the armaments on its frontier and the build- 
ing of gunboats on the Black Sea, as a violation of 


the Treaty of Paris. 


Gen. Berg has succeeded the Grand Duke Con- 
stantine as Governor of Poland. The Poles have 
to some extent yielded to the pressure of Russia, by 
paying the taxes. Dissensions appear to have arisen 


among some of the Polish leaders. 


Iraty.—A royal decree has been published, pro- 
claiming an amnesty. lt annuls the punishments 
awarded in the Neapolitan provinces, for all crimeg 
except those connected with brigandage and ordi- 
nary offences. The amnesty extends to all offences 
against the laws relating to the press, and to all 
persons who have evaded the conscription or acted 
contrary to the laws respecting the National Guard. 


Cuina.—Much of the country continues to be dey- 
astated by civil war. The government failing to 
fulfil its pecuniary engagements towards its English 
and French allies, they have refused to attack 
Soochow, whence a rebel force, under the command 
of an English officer, Geo. Burgevine, threatens 
Shanghae. Lee-dong, one of the principal customs’ 
stations of the rebels, has been captured by the 
Imperialist and English troops. 


Japan.—The English fleet has remained inactive 
negotiations having been re-opened. It is reported 
that the Prince of Satsuma, ,whose town, forts and 
vessels were destroyed, is willing to act as the Jap- 
anese government shall direct. Three Princes have 
been sent from Yeddo to Yokohama, to endeavor to 
arrange matters with the French, Dutch and Ameria 
cans. At Kanagawa, on account of the murder of 
another foreigner by the natives, the Consuls had 
warned foreigners not to leave the city, except in 
armed bodies, and an armed force from the fleet 
guarded the city constantly. Twenty-two war ves- 
sels of different nations were in the harbor. 


Domestic.—A joint committee, consisting of dele- 
gates from associations for thejrelief of the freedmen 
from Boston, N. York, Phila., and Cincinnati, held a 
meeting in Washington on the 2d inst., and adopted 
a memorial to the President, who could not receive 
them on account of illness, advocating the estab- 
lishment of a Bureau of Emancipation, and such 
other legislation as may be necessary for the pro- 
tection of the freedmen in the transition from slavery 
to freedom. Interviews were had with Secretaries 
Seward, Chase and Stanton, and hopes are enter- 
tained that the President will soon transmit the 
memorial to Congress, with a recommendation of 
the legislation needed. Much information was 
given and received by the delegates, in regard 
to the success in organizing the freedmen at Port 
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Royal, Newbern and Norfolk, and bringing many 
of them, with scarcely the delay of a single season, 
to a condition of self-supporting industry, and in 
regard tothe distress upon the lower Mississippi, 
where the disturbed state of the country has hith- 
erto prevented a similar result. 


The ceremony of formally “breaking ground ”’ 
on the west side of the Missouri river, for the com- 
mencement of the Union Pacific railroad, (northern 
branch,) took place at Omaha, Nebraska Terri- 
tory, on the 2d inst. 

A Freedman’s Village, with chapel, school-houses, 
hospitals, work-shops, &c., on the Arlington estate in 
Virginia, near Washington City, was publicly “ dedi- 
cated” on the 3d inst. The village contains com- 
modious dwellings for 56 families, all of which have 
been built with the proceeds of the labor of the 
freed people, and the manager of the enterprize, it 
is stated, holds an unexpended balance of over 
$60,000. This colony was established in the 5th 
month last, about 200 persons being removed thither 
from Camp Barker. It now numbers over 1000 in- 
habitants, with a day school of 180 children, and 
an evening school of 125 adults. A striking im- 
provement in the health of the people has taken 
place since their removal from their former locations, 
the sickness and mortality being only one-tenth as 
great as formerly. 


A Convention of Unconditional Unionists, from 
twenty counties in western Arkansas, was held at 
Fort Smith on the 30th of 10th month. Patriotic 
speeches were made, resolutions passed, and a Col. 
Johnson nominated to represent that district in the 
U.S. Congress. An election was held on the 23d 
ult., at which he was elected. The Convention also 
voted in favor of declaring Arkansas a free State 
after the war. A large Union meeting was held at 
Little Rock on the 21st ult. People from the coun- 
try, it is stated, are daily coming into that place, 
taking the oath of allegiance, enrolling themselves 
in companies for home defence, and enlisting in the 
U.S. service. They are also said to be active in 
other parts of the State. 

In the Missouri Senate, on the 2d instant, an Act 
for calling a new State Convention was laid on the 
table by a tie vote, the President of the Senate vo- 
ting in the affirmative. 


Military Affairs.—The army of Gen. Meade ad- 
vanced only to the valley of Mine Run, within 10 or 
12 miles of Orange ©. H., where the rebel forces 
were found intrenched in stroug earthworks. It 
was expected by many, that an attack would be 
made on these on the 30th, but only some skirmish- 
ing occurred. A council of war was held, at which 
it was decided to return to the previous position ; 
and accordingly the whole army recrossed the Rapi- 
dan on the 2d. The reasons assigned for this course 
are said.to be that the supply of provisions and 
forage carried by the army on its forward movement 
was nearly exhausted, and the state of the roads al- 
most prevented transportation from the necessary 
distance; that the rebel position was found so 
strongly intrenched that an assault must cause very 
great loss, and would probably fail; and that the 
cold weatheé would inevitably produce great suf- 
fering and mortality among the wounded, in case of 
a battle. No attempt appears to have been made by 
Gen. Lee to molest the retiring troops, and all the 
trains were brought back safely. {A part of the rebel 
army crossed the river on the 4th, apparently on 
&@ reconnoissance; but they were repulsed, and 
withdrew again beyond the Rapidan. Gen. Meade’s 
army has lost, since its advance on the 26th ult., 
about 60 killed and 540 wounded and missing. 

’ Gen. Hooker, with one corps of Gen. Grant’s army 
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after the battle near Chattanooga, advanced to 
Ringgold, Ga., to intercept the retreat of Bragg to- 
wards Dalton. Some fighting occurred near that 
place, which does not appear to have been decisive, 
Bragg still retiring, but Hooker also losing heavily. 
On the 3d inst., Gen. Hooker evacuated Ringgold, 
after burning part of the town and the railway 
bridges. The rebel Papers acknowledge the defeat 


of Gen. Bragg as a severe one, and state that he has 
since been removed from the command, which has 
His army is believed to 


devolved on Gen. Hardee. 
be near Dalton, Ga. 

The latest account of the situation of affairs in 
eastern Tennessee, is by a telegram of the 7th inst., 
from Gen. Foster, who had reached Tazewell, Tenn., 
via Cumberland Gap, on his way to Knoxville. Gen. 
Longstreet was then in full retreat up the valley of 
Holston river, towards Virginia, and Gen. Foster de- 
signed sending cavalry in pursuit. Couriers from 
Knoxville had arrived at Tazewell, and reported the 
road clear between those points. Gen. Sherman, 
with reinforcements from Gen, Grant, reached Knox- 
ville on the 6th. The President issued a brief proc-’ 
lamation on the 7th, stating that reliable informa- 
tion has been received that the insurgent force is re- 
treating from East Tennessee, under circumstances 
rendering it probable that the Union forces cannot 
hereafter be dislodged from that important position ; 
and esteeming this to be ofhigh national consequence, 
he recommends all loyal people informally to assem- 
ble at their places of worship, and render special 
gratitude to God for this great advancement of the 
national cause. 

Coneress.—Both Houses met on the 7th. In the 
Senate, Conness, of Cal., and Hudson of Mo., new 
members, and also Willey and Van Winkle, of West 
Virginia, presented their credentials. The first two 
were accepted without question. Davis, of Ky., 
raised a question as to the admission of the last two, 
on the ground that no such State as West Virginia 
legally exists. He demanded the yeas and nays on 
their admission, but the Vice President decided that 
no question was before the Senate. Davis then 
moved to refer the credentials to the Judiciary 
Committtee, and after some debate, as a test ques- 
tion, moved to administer the oath of office to the 
West Virginia members, which was carried with 
ouly five negative votes. A resolution was adopted 
on the 8th, declaring that R. Wilson, of Mo., who 
was appointed by the Governor, last winter, to fill a 
vacancy now supplied by the election of B. Gratz 
Brown, and who had again presented himself at this 
term, is not entitled to a seat in the Sennte. 

The House, according to law, was called to order 
by the Clerk of the last House, who proceeded to: 
call the roll of members, omitting those from Mary- 
land, Virginia, West Virginia, Oregon, Missouri and 
Kansas. He stated the omission to be on account of 
informality in their certificates. On motions from 
different members, the names of all those omitted, 
were directed by the House to be placed on the rolla. 
The election of Speaker was then entered upon, 
when Schuyler Colfax, of Indiana, was chosen, by : 
101 votes, to 81 for several others. Three members 
claiming to be-duly elected from Louisiana being 
present, Steverts; of Pa., objected to their being 
sworn in, and after some debate, their credentials 
were: referred ‘to the Cominittee on Elections, by a 
vote-of 100 to¥l. On the’8th, E. McPherson, of Pa., 
wasvelected Glerk; A. Gs Ordway, of 'N. H., See 
geant-at-Arms;: J. Goodenow, Doorkeeper; and W,: 
S. King, Postmaster of the House. A joint resolu-. 
tion was adopted unanimously, presenting the thanks. 
of Congress te’Gen. Grant; his officers and soldierg,: 
and providing that the President cause a medal ta 
be struck for presentation to Gen, Grant. 





